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The Movie Set_

About half an hour later, the 
two pups and their grandfather 
were on the movie set.
- The place where a movie is 
filmed, dear pups, is called a 
‘set’, as in ‘to set up’... it’s the 
place people set up for filming 
the movie scenes.”
- And this is the place they’ve 

set up for this movie?” asked 
Bonton, disappointed.
The three of them were staring 
at Woofland ‘s Old Harbor.

Baguette was puzzled, but her 
brother thought there was 
something fishy going on.
- Grandpa,” said Bonton, 
“this is the harbor! They’re not 
filming a movie here!”
- No, that’s true. But this is 
where they’ll film the live action 
scenes. Do you see that house, 
over there?”
He was pointing at an old 
building that faced the harbor. 
A strange billboard read “Net 
and Sail Repairs Since 1713”, 
and an even larger one read 
“Highsnout”.
- Do you recognize that name?” 



Baguette suddenly 
caught on.

- Highsnout! That’s 
Droop-Ears’ family 
name!”

- Are you saying that this,” 
Bonton continued, eyes wide 
with excitement, “is the shop 
Droop-Ears founded?”
- That’s right! His family 
started working here when 
they first arrived on this 
island, and began what would 
one day become our city.”
The three of them skipped on 
their way to the store...
The building showed clear 
signs of a long and 
interesting history. It was well 
kept, but the salty air coming 

in from the sea had taken its 
toll, and the plaster on the 
walls was all cracked. Still, 
the billboards seemed as 
though they had just been 
painted; it was clear that 
someone took good care of 
them.
However, Baguette wasn’t yet 
convinced.
- But Grandpa, in school 
they taught us that Droop-
Ears himself built the harbor 
house where he and his wife 



Boneline repaired sails and 
nets... this building doesn’t 
look old enough, and I think 
the billboards have just been 
painted...”

- Ha ha! They have, my dear, I 
did it myself for the movie!”

The three of them stopped 
before the door.
Grandpa Doodle finally 
began to explain. 

- When the director, Mr. 
Spielbark, made a deal with 
our mayor to film the movie, 
Mayor Kennelworth told him 
to speak to me.”
- You know the mayor too?”
- Oh yes, he’s an old friend 
of Granny Garland’s, they 
were supposed to be married 
before -- well, that’s another 
story, let’s get back to the 
movie...”
Baguette and Bonton wanted 
to hear about the mayor and 
their grandmother too, but 
they gave up on chasing that 
bone for the moment and 
stayed quiet.
- In any case, Mr. Spielbark 
got in touch with me and asked 
me to tell him everything I 
know about Droop-Ears. 



I was happy to do it, but I did 
him one better and brought him 
here. I introduced him to the 
owner of this shop, who is the 
grandpup of our city’s founder, 
and the director decided to film 
the movie here.”

Baguette and Bonton 
were beside themselves with 
excitement, since they were 
learning things that no one even 
knew on the Woof-Wide Web.
- Mr. Spielbark,” Grandpa 
Doodle went on, “really liked 
the place, and decided to 
change the movie to begin here, 
where the son of Droop-Ears, 
played by his grandpup, will 
introduce his ancestor’s story.”

- Since the shop’s open, can 
we go in?” chimed in Bonton, 
who had completely forgotten 
how “disappointed” he’d been 
just a few minutes before.
- Of course!” said Grandpa 
Doodle, moving to the door.
 



The Grandpup_

Grandpa Doodle gently 
pushed the front door open 
and the three of them were 
greeted by the sound of a 
door chime. They made their 
way into a room dimly lit by 
oil lamps, just as it would 
have been three hundred years 
earlier.

A great many fishing nets, 
buoys, ropes and pieces of 
sailing equipment hung on the 
walls, and  behind the counter 
at the far end of the small 
shop stood the owner, an old 
Basset Hound who looked 
ready to hunt down a white 
whale. He was chatting with a 
customer.
 
This customer was pointing 
at a hanging net and asking 
questions, while the 
shopkeeper nodded, saying 
that it required a special kind 
of shuttle to mend it.

Then the shopkeeper noticed 
the newcomers.
- Doodle!” he called out, 



“How good to see you. Who 
are these pups, then?”
- These are my grandpups, 
the ones I’ve told you about 
so many times... the young 
lady is Baguette, and this big, 
burly one is Bonton.”
- Ooh... big and burly is right, 
Doodle! He looks about 
ready to board a whaling 
ship! Pleased to meet you, 
Baguette and Bonton!”
 
- It’s nice to meet you too,” 
said both brother and sister 
together, curious but a little 
shy at meeting this strange 
character. Then Bonton, who 
was always quick to forget 
embarrassment, dove into his 
questions as suddenly as 
only pups can.

- Is it true that you’re 
Droop-Ears’ grandpup? Is it 
true they’re filming the movie 
about our founder here? Hey, 
if you’re his grandpup, did you 
know your grandfather? How 
was he? And are you starring 
in the movie too? And what...”

Everyone burst into laughter, 
all except Baguette, who had 
turned red with shame (mostly 
because she was too timid to 
ask those questions herself, 
rather than because of her 
brother’s daring).

Bonton then realized he had 
gone a bit too far, and he went 
quiet and reddened like his 
sister.



- Slow down, pup... one 
question at a time. First, let 
me introduce myself: my name 
is Long-Ears, and yes, I’m 
my grandfather’s grandpup.” 
And as proof for his claim, he 
stepped out from behind the 
counter, showing the longest 

ears that either pup had ever 
seen apart from those on the 
statue of Droop-Ears.

Long-Ears went on.
- And yes... they’re going to 
film part of the movie that you 
seem to find so captivating 
right here.”
Yet Baguette, who had 
recovered her presence of 
mind, gave a small cough which 
drew the attention of everyone 
there (including the customer, 
who seemed to greatly enjoy 
the whole scene).

- May I ask a few things, if 
you please?”
Long-Ears, taken aback, 
nodded; Grandpa Doodle, 
meanwhile, had guessed what 



his grandpup wanted to ask 
(and the customer looked as 
though he were holding back a 
great chuckle).

- Of course, pup...” replied the 
owner of the old shop.

Baguette’s Questions_

Baguette went ahead with 
a poise that impressed her 
grandfather and made her 
little brother proud.
- Since Droop-Ears’ shop 
was a tiny shack, this place 
can’t be the original, can it, 
sir? Also, given that today is 
a holiday and only ice kibble 
parlors are open, why are you 
working? And if you’re really 
the city founder’s grandpup, 

why aren’t you a special guest 
at the parade?”

- Your grandpup’s a sharp 
one, Doodle!”

- Isn’t she? Do you want to 
answer or shall I?”
 
The customer spoke up.



- Do you mind if I answer?” 
Grandpa Doodle and Long-
Ears gestured for him to go 
ahead.

- By all means!”

The stranger began:
 
- Droop-Ears had this 
shop was built when the city 
was starting to grow, and this 
harbor, now called the Old 
Harbor, was still expanding... 
the stories remember the 
wooden shack, but few know 
about this shop.”

“By custom, the shop stays 
open on the city’s holiday, 
which is why Mr. Long-Ears 
isn’t at the parate, despite the 

mayor’s requests every year.”

The Basset Hound then turned 
with a smile to face Grandpa 
Doodle and Long-Ears.
- What do you say? Do I get 
full marks?”

Baguette, embarrassed for 
having doubted him, overcame 
her amazement and asked:
- Are you a student of 
Grandpa’s?”

(Grandpa Doodle taught 
painting and history at the 
Woofland Art School.)

Her grandfather was about 
to answer but the customer 
spoke first.
- In a way, yes. Your 



grandfather’s taught me many 
things.”

“Allow me to introduce myself: 
my name is Steven Spielbark, 
and I’m a movie director.”
Bonton almost fainted with 
surprise!

Epilogue_

It was a thrilling evening for 
everyone, but especially for 
our friends. The whole family 
watched the fireworks together, 
and then Mayor Kennelworth 
made the official announcement 
for the movie and introduced 
Steven Spielbark, Grandpa 
Doodle and Long-Ears to 
the crowd, to Baguette and 
Bonton’s great delight.

They would have so 
many things to tell their 
classmates the next day. Oh 
yes, their grandfather was 
pretty awesome!


